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1. GAO Bid Protest Procedures were established 
for the purpose of considering protests over 
the award of contracts by agencies of t h e  
federal government whose accounts are  s u b  

limited circumstances protests over t h e  
award of contracts by federal prime con- 
tractors. GAO will not consider a protest 
that essentially involves a dispute between 
private parties. 
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2. GAO will not consider matters that involve 
contract administration, nor will it con- 
sider protests filed more than 10 working 
days after t h e  protester became aware of i t s  
basis for protest. 
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Management Data Communications Corporation (MDC) 
protests the award of a contract by Blue Cross/Blue Shield 
of Utah to Pennsylvania Blue Shield. The contract is f o r  
Xedicare data processing services. According to MDC, 
Pennsylvania Blue S h i e l d  obtained i t s  equipment and 
expertise under a contract with the Health Care Financing 
Administration ( H C F A )  (a component of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
Health and Ruman Services). MDC asserts that t h i s  contract 
prohibits Pennsylvania Blue Shield from either using its 
position as a Medicare contractor to further its private 
interests or from using information and materials in 
performing the contract t o  promote its private;interests, 
We will not consider--this . .  ,protest. . -  

id Protest Procedures were established for the 

of the federal government whose accounts are 
considering protests over the award of contracts 
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S u b j e c t  t o  s e t t l e m e n t  by  t h i s  O f f i c e .  4 C . F . R .  21,l(a) 
( 1 9 8 4 ) .  In some l i m i t e d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  we w i l l  c o n s i d e r  
p r o t e s t s  o v e r  t h e  a w a r d  of a s u b c o n t r a c t  by a prime 
c o n t r a c t o r  of t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  O p t i m u m  Systems, - I n c . ,  5 4  Comp. Gen.  7 6 7  (19751, 75-1 C P D  I[ 166. 
h o w e v e r ,  i s  n o t  s u c h  a c a s e .  M o r e o v e r ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  MDC 
r e l i e s  o n  p o r t i o k  of t h e  c o n t r a c t  b e t w e e n  Pennsylvania 
B l u e  S h i e l d  a n d  t h e  H e a l t h  C a r e  F i n a n c i n g  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
t h a t  a l l e q e d l y  s u p p o r t  i t s  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  P e n n s y l v a n i a  Blue 
Cross  s h o u l d  not h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  a w a r d ,  we p o i n t  out 

a n d  no t  t h e  p roper  s u b j e c t  of a b i d  p r o t e s t .  C.R, D a n i e l s ,  - 

T h i s ,  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  a m a t t e r  of c o n t r a c t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  in HCFA ? '  

I n c . , J . B - 2 0 7 9 3 7 ,  J u l y  1 ,  1 9 8 2 ,  82-2 CPD l/ 13. - -  . .  

F i n a l l y ,  t h i s  p r o t e s t  i s  u n t i m e l y  i n  a n y  event,  
b e c a u s e  i t  was  f i l e d  15 w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  MDC became aware . - 
of i t s  b a s i s  f o r  p r o t e s t - - t h e  award  of t h e  c o n t r a c t  to  
P e n n s y l v a n i a  Blue S h i e l d .  O u r  B i d  P r o t e s t  Procedures 
r e q u i r e  such p r o t e s t s  t o  b e  f i l e d  ( r e c e i v e d  at GAO) w i t h i n  
1 0  w o r k i n g  d a y s .  4 C . F . R .  2 1 . 2 ( b ) ( 2 ) .  

T h e  p r o t e s t  is d i s m i s s e d .  
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H a r r y  R .  Van C l e v e  
A c t i n g  G e n e r a l  Counse l  
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